
Tansi Ladies, 

I hope everyone has had the opportunity to 

enjoy some of the summer and take the time 

to experience the slower pace of the summer 

months and to share that time with loved ones. 

I am honoured to send this message to the 

membership of the Aboriginal Professional 

Women's Association as your new President. I 

am humbled with this opportunity and will 

work to the best of my ability to promote this 

association and the women and programs that 

it represents.  I believe that we are like the 

Sash and the more threads and colors that are 

intertwined the stronger we become and that is 

the approach that I will be taking during my 

term.  2011 will be a time of change and 

growth for the AWPA and we will be looking 

towards our women for support and new 

ideas.  As always there are opportunities to 

volunteer not only at our events but also on 

the committees that are formed from our 

board. There are also practicum opportunities 

as well in the office management fields. 

Over the summer a board planning session 

was held and working from our strategic plan 

we have set up a timeline in which our new 

programs and fundraising activities will be 

held.  Again we have many exciting projects 

on the horizon and we will be keeping you 

posted and of course our web page is always 

the place to go to get updates on our 

events.  We have two big projects this year. 

The first will be our Spadacious Day that we 

always hold in December. This event grows 

every year in attendance but also with the 

services provided. We will also be holding the 

Career Fair and Business mixture in the 

spring of 2011. Last year was the first one and 

though it was small it was well received and 

we are excited to be offering it again  to our 

community.  Please look for more informa-

tion in the coming months. 

I want to take this opportunity to welcome our 

new board members Kathleen Sawdo, Tamara 

McDonald and Kyra Brown and all the other 

board members who have moved up to take 

on new roles and responsibilities. And lastly 

thank you to Claire and the girls who have 

helped out in our office by keeping us in-

formed and working diligently for the 

AWPA.  

Sharon Morin 
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Upcoming events: 

 

*  Vision Speakers 

    Communications 

    Workshop 

    10 sessions 

    Starting October 2010 

    NorQuest College 

 

*   Spadacious Day 

 

    December 04, 2010 

    10amð3pm 

    Santa Maria Goretti 
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Rema Wright displays the fan 
she won at the AGM on  
May 15th. 

Ann Magnusson, and  
Nellie Carlson 
Two of our Elders honoured 

at our Elders Tea event on 

June 17th.  

Kathleen Sawdo, Board Member 

 

Hello all, 

My name is Kathleen Sawdo and I am from 

the Bear Clan, Lac Des Mille Lacs Ojibway 

Nation, Treaty 3 area. I introduce myself this 

way because I was taught it is important to 

honour the territory I am visiting and the  

territory I am from.  I am truly humbled and  

grateful for the welcome and teachings my 

family has received here in Cree Territory 

(Edmonton). I am a mother of 2 wonderful 

teenage boys, and I currently work with the 

Edmonton Police Service, Victim Services 

Unit as a Court Administrator, where we  

provide support for victims of crime. 

Since moving to Edmonton I have  

experienced overwhelming support from the 

community.  While working full time, I have 

been able to complete the Information Access 

and Protection of Privacy Certificate at the 

University of Alberta; a Diploma in Human 

 

 

 

Resources Management from Grant  

MacEwan University and will be continuing 

on to earn my degree in Bachelor of  

Management with a major in Indigenous 

Governance from Athabasca University.  I 

must take the opportunity to say that from 

coming here 6 years ago with my two  

children and only a bag full of clothes, and a 

bigger bag of hope :) my experience and  

journey so far has been tremendous.  I am 

truly grateful to have the opportunity to learn 

from the Cree people of this area, and to have 

met such wonderful strong and inspirational 

women through the AWPA. 

In closing, I am very honoured and humbled 

to have the opportunity to be on the AWPA 

Board, and to have a chance to give back to 

the community that has given me so much. 

Chi Miigwetch, Ay-ay 

Kathleen Anne Sawdo 

Message from the Executive Director  

Hello AWPA Members, 

Now that the majority have returned from summer vacations it is time to participate in  

community events. AWPA will be delivering another Vision Speakers session to begin in 

October. The location is to be determined. 

This is an excellent session for those who want to improve their self-esteem, deliver any  

public speaking assignment or simply speak up at an interview for that new job. The rate will 

be a one-time fee of $60 per person for 10 sessions. As well we are promoting our Spadacious 

Day for December 4th. The location will be at the Santa Maria Goretti, which is a beautiful 

place next to the stadium. This great event will be an excellent opportunity for Xmas  

shopping and making yourself feel special for one day! We will have hairdressers, massage, 

tea leaf reading, make-up, crafts and much more. Keep informed, sign up as an AWPA  

member on our upcoming new and improved  website or drop in for coffee anytime. 

 

Claire Clark 

Summer Student Experience  

I have really enjoyed my time here as the STEP program student. As the summer student this 
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strategic planning session. 

Thank you to Claire and the board for their guidance and patience. I have learned so much. 

Tashina Makokis        


